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HOW TO LOWER YOUR RISK AND EXPOSURE

When it comes to most things 

in life, planning and risk have 

an inverse relation.  The more 

planning you do, the less risk 

you have. This certainly rings

true for your Fire and Life Safety 

planning.  Simply having a Fire 

Safety Plan is only the beginning 

when it comes to following the Fire 

Code and minimizing your risk and 

exposure.  In fact, simply having a 

plan isn’t good enough when it comes 

to meeting legal requirements set 

out in IFC Chapter 4.
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While having a fire safety plan is a must, it is also imperative today you are prepared and plan for other potential life threatening emergencies or 
disasters such as: earthquakes, tornadoes, hurricanes, bomb threats, suspicious packages, explosions, hazardous materials, power failure, pandemic, 
flood, armed or violent intruder and medical emergencies.  The more comprehensive your fire and life Safety program, the more you lower
your risk and exposure. 

But what does it really mean to reduce your risk and exposure, and why should you care so much?

As a building owner, property manager or tenant, you could be held corporately and personally responsible and liable in a court of law should a 
serious injury or death occur to a building occupant or employee as a result of a poorly executed plan, insufficient trained staff or non-compliance 
to the code.  It is your duty to ensure that your designated emergency staff and employees are knowledgeable in their responsibilities and know what 
to do in the event of fire and other emergencies. For your fire and life safety program to be effective it must be documented, implemented and 
supported by all levels of management.  There is a heightened awareness and due diligence being performed at all levels of response today, including
your local City Officials.

Don’t take the chance, minimize your risk and exposure by taking action, call WPS Disaster Management Solutions for a free emergency consultation 
or fire and life safety planning assessment.

FIRE CODE CHAPTER 4 EXCERPTS:
Where required an approved fire safety and evacuation plan shall be prepared and maintained for the building

Fire safety and evacuation plans shall be reviewed or updated annually or as necessitated by changes in 

staff assignments, occupancy, or the physical arrangement of the building.

Emergency evacuation drills complying with the provisions of this section 405 shall be conducted at least 

annually in the occupancies listed in Section 404.2 or when required by the fire code official. 

Records shall be maintained of required emergency evacuation drills 

Employees shall be trained in the fire emergency procedures described in their fire evacuation and fire safety 

plans. 

Employees shall receive training in the contents of fire safety and evacuation plans and their duties as part of 

new employee orientation and at least annually thereafter. Records shall be kept and made available to the 

fire code official upon request.
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